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Members of UCCP San Mateo Evangelical clean the Church 

“Thank God We Are Alive” 
 
Rev. Luis Pring, pastor of the UCCP San Mateo Evangelical, east of Manila in Rizal province, sang 
exuberantly as he beat the drums still covered in the wet mud that filled sanctuary. A handful of church 
men, women, and youth were shovelling the sludge off the floor of the church, sorting through water-
logged hymnals, and pulling out other liturgical materials as Pastor Pring sang out, “thank God we are 
alive.”  
 
The church building is devastated. The church was completely submerged when the flood surged to more 
than twenty feet high. Among other things, the sound system, ceiling, pews, hymnals, and bibles will 
need to be replaced.  But, Pastor Pring set the right tone for the day by reminding all within earshot that, 
indeed, life is precious.   
 
As the heavy rain brought by Ketsana/Ondoy hit San Mateo, it pooled in the low-lying area where the 
church is, making escape to higher ground very difficult.  Pastor Pring recalled that he felt like Tarzan as 
he tried to get his family up the hill with the water rushing down against them. He said he kept looking 
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for the next ‘vine’ he could grab onto so that they wouldn’t be pushed down into the newly forming river 
below. Almost all of the UCCP members’ homes were flooded. 
 
On Wednesday, 30 September, a team of pastors, staff and volunteers from the North-East Southern 
Tagalog Conference (NESTCON), South Luzon Jurisdiction and UCCP National Office arrived in San 
Mateo with relief goods for church members and the surrounding community. The same team visited 
three other local churches in Rizal to distribute food packages. Each stop was marked with sharing and 
prayers together.  
 
In UCCP Banaba, San Mateo, the  relief team stood with members of the congregations as the chairs in 
the church had been carried away by floodwaters.  In UCCP Cainta, the office floors were still being 
mopped out as the relief goods were being brought in. Villagers near UCCP Binangonan chose stay in 
their homes bearing with water flood water almost to their knees. Looting had started and they wanted to 
protect their homes.  
 
In all, the North-East Southern Tagalog Conference has distributed at least 750 relief bags to date.  UCCP 
local churches have contributed a great deal to the relief efforts in the area. 
   
Other conferences in South Luzon also continue to provide emergency aid.  Foodstuffs were packaged at 
the United Metropolis Conference office in UCCP Cubao for delivery at UCCP Tunasan, Muntinlupa and 
other local churches.  The Lowland Cavite-South Manila set up relief coordination and collection areas in 
five local churches; their relief teams will be heading to Santa Rosa, Laguna this Saturday.  Five families 
were also verified to be landslide victims in Real, Bacoor, Cavite.       
 
A relief mission is planned for the provinces of Pampanga and Bulacan.  The Manila North and West 
Central Conferences are surveying the needs in the area and relief goods are being prepared at the UCCP 
building, 877 EDSA, Quezon City.  It is estimated that 700 relief bags will be distributed in these 
provinces within the next days.   
 
 
Bp. Jessie Suarez: New spirituality needed for disasters 
 
There was a time when the Filipinos would say, “Bahala na (Leave it to God)!”  As Typhoon Ondoy’s 
death stroke became clearer with each body recovered, each video posted on Facebook, and each word of 
biting criticism aired, many realized it is time for a new morality.  
 
“The people and the government were caught flat-footed,” Suarez admitted as church workers and 
volunteers packed foodstuff and water bottles for distribution at UCCP Cubao, also the headquarters of 
the Southern Luzon Jurisdiction (SLJ).  Suarez noted that although disasters hit the country regularly and 
although the Church has responded to them for years, the UCCP still has to install a comprehensive 
disaster management program.  UCCP Bishop Jessie Suarez said, “This is a wake up call for all!” 
 
“We can thank God that disasters like this do not come everyday. Relying on God’s love and each other 
we shall overcome,” Suarez pointed out.  “The Bible mandates us to be responsible for creation, to care 
for those in need, and to assure others of God’s love particularly in times of trouble,” 
 
Disasters are not only natural phenomena but also “the result of arrogance and power,” added Suarez.  
“Natural disasters are also an issue of ecological justice.”  Government misuse of funds that could have 
been used in disaster mitigation and response has occupied the news.  “It is not only natural disturbances 
that are calamities,” Suarez said. “Isn’t it a disaster to a congregation when its pastor is killed? Isn’t it a 



calamity on a family when a member is taken ill? This could be translated into prayers and liturgical 
services before the distribution of packages.” 
 
Initial data from 19 UCCP congregations in and around Metro Manila indicate that 620 families or some 
3,800 persons have been severely affected by last Saturday’s Typhoon Ketsana/Ondoy.  The numbers are 
only a fraction of the estimated half a million persons displaced by record rainfall brought by Typhoon 
Ondoy (International Name: Ketsana) on 26 September. The government’s National Disaster 
Coordinating Council (NDCC) reported the number of fatalities rose to 277 as of 1 October. As news of 
two new super typhoons spread, panic-buying in stores resumed. Urgent calls for rescue continue to be 
received four days after the storm hit. 


